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In-Person East Memphis Rotary Meeting
Wednesday, June 10, 2020

We are excited to bring to you an in-person East Memphis Rotary meeting
on June 10th at Windyke Country Club, 8535 Winchester, 38125.  It is further
out east, but a safe option for a meeting since we will be outside on the covered
patio.  Due to social distancing, we can accommodate only 50 people.  It will
be great to be with each other again after such a long time so make your plans
and call Lee to let us you will be attending.  Our speaker will be Bill Gibbons,
President, Memphis Shelby Crime Commission, speaking about the issues
facing the Police Department in our city and those around the country during
this time of unrest.

New Membership
Directory

The new Membership
Directory insert is now ready to be
distributed.  We will have it
available on Wednesday, June
10th, at our first in-person meeting
at Windyke Country Club.

Lose One / Gain One

Wendy VanCleve,
who has been our
media guru and ardent
supporter of Gift of
Life is moving to St.
Petersburg, Florida.

Her daughter Lucy is due any day
now which means we will not see
Wendy again before she moves in
July to Florida.  We will miss her
service to RCME and its projects.

We are happy to
report that District 6800
Treasurer Charles
McLean, CPA, has
transferred to East
Memphis from the

Northeast Shelby Club.  Charles
has visited with us in the past and
is known to many of our members
through his service to the District
and to Rotary.  Welcome, Charles.

Bill Gibbons became the president of the Memphis Shelby Crime
Commission  and  executive  director  of the Public Safety Institute at
the University of Memphis in September of 2016. The Crime
Commission is a non-profit corporation focused on  the  development
and  implementation of  best  practices  to  reduce crime. It has
spearheaded the development of a community-wide crime reduction
plan called the Safe Community Plan. The Public Safety Institute is
part of the University’s School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy and
seeks to explore and identify evidence-based policies and practices to
increase public safety.  The Safe Community Plan is an applied research
agenda being evaluated on an ongoing basis though a partnership with
the Institute. Currently, Gibbons serves on the Steering Committee of
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee’s Criminal Justice Investment Task Force.

Gibbons served in Governor Bill Haslam’s cabinet as commissioner
of the Department of Safety and Homeland Security from January 2011
through August 2016.  As commissioner, Gibbons oversaw the agency’s
law enforcement, driver licensing, and homeland security
responsibilities. His major priorities included reducing traffic fatalities
through data-driven DUI and seat belt enforcement, interdiction of
drug trafficking on our interstates, providing customer-focused driver
license services professionally and efficiently, and providing training
and other support to local law enforcement and other public agencies
on homeland security matters.

Gibbons chaired a public safety subcabinet for Governor Haslam
composed of all state executive branch departments and agencies
involved in public safety to develop a single, consistent state agenda to
combat crime. The group developed a Public Safety Action Plan for
Governor Haslam that focused on reduci g drug abuse and trafficking,
curbing violent crime, and cutting the rate of repeat offenders. In 2014-
2015, Gibbons co-chaired the Governor’s Task Force on Sentencing and
Recidivism.  After beginning private law practice in 1976, Gibbons began
his state government career in 1979 as a special policy assistant for
former Governor Lamar Alexander. One of his key assignments was to
coordinate the Governor’s Jobs Conference, which brought community
leaders together behind a major economic development effort for the
Memphis area. Gibbons then returned to  private  law  practice  in
1981.

Gibbons rejoined state government in 1996, after former Governor
Don Sundquist named him District Attorney General for Shelby County
in order to fill an unexpired term. Gibbons was then elected to a pair of
eight -year terms as District Attorney in 1998 and 2006.


